
Mitsu Yamazaki Joins Creative 
Residency Program at Ziba Design

June 20, 2017 – Portland, OR -- Ziba Design today announces 
that Mitsuhiro (Mitsu) Yamazaki, entrepreneur, author, strategist 
and international business consultant has been appointed 
a creative resident in the Ziba Collective as an International 
Strategy Director. During this residency, Mitsu will have direct 
access to the firm’s depth of expertise, creating an infrastructure 
to develop his global practice focusing on regional economies, 
urban planning and product development.

“I am energized at the potential that exists within this new 
relationship at Ziba,” states, Mitsu Yamazaki. “The opportunity 
to work alongside the Ziba team and its culture of design and 
innovation offers me a platform to accelerate my capacity to be 
a cultural and economic bridge between Japan and Portland, 
and beyond.”

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Prior to joining Ziba’s residency program, Mitsu was the 
International Business Development Officer for Prosper 
Portland (formerly, Portland Development Commission) where 
he led the business recruitment, export development, and 
foreign direct investment efforts for the City of Portland.  With 
16 years of experience in the international trade and economic 
development related fields, Mitsu has worked with major 
multinational companies’ international expansion and foreign 
direct investment projects.

Established in the fall of 2015, the Ziba Collective was conceived 
to cultivate a shared expertise amongst Ziba designers, 
partners, creative residents, influencers and clients.  “Through 
multiple platforms and entry points we are exploring new 
models of engagement that will influence the perspective and 
practice within Ziba,” states Chelsea Vandiver, Executive 
Managing Director, Creative at Ziba.  

Developed with the intention to create partnerships with 
the best minds in the business, the residency program has 
hosted Sean McDowell, currently the VP for Design & 
Innovation at Converse as a Creative Director in Residence; 
nationally recognized brand writer, Austin Howe, Story 
Director in Residence and most recently, Jerry Michalski, 
founder of REX, the Relationship Economy Expedition,
as Strategy Director in Residence.
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ABOUT ZIBA

Established in 1984, Ziba, a global design and innovation 
consultancy is known for creating lasting experiences between 
people and brands. With a mastery of innovation that has 
evolved and strengthened over its 32-year history, Ziba 
remains an independent design and innovation firm. 
Recognized as a pioneer in consumer insights and trends 
research methods; an integral component to their design 
approach, Ziba has expertise in front end innovation, brand-

making and product development.  Ziba has worked with a 
broad network of clients and collaborators that includes 
Whirlpool, Xerox, Black & Decker, Ford, Federal Express, Nike, 
Adidas, Intel, Samsung, P&G, 3M, Dell, Daimler, H.J. Heinz 
Company, Umpqua Bank, New Seasons Market, TDK, 
Panasonic, and Kitchen Aid to define new product categories 
and revitalize iconic American brands. For more information, 
please visit www.ziba.com.

http://www.ziba.com

