
Ziba founder Sohrab Vossoughi: Why my country feels foreign today
Ziba founder Sohrab Vossoughi, an Iranian immigrant, on the fear, chaos 
and uncertainty wrought by Trump’s immigration policy.

My uncle first came here from Iran in the late 1950s to serve 
as a diplomat and establish the Iranian consulate in New York 
City. I came to the United States in 1971, alone, as a 14 year 
old. Soon after, my family joined in 1974. I am proud to be 
an immigrant and proud to be an American citizen. While I 
can’t control where I was born, I can control what 
I have accomplished.

Like many immigrants, I believed that America was the land of 
opportunity. I went to high school, put myself through college, 
paid my taxes — raised a family and started a business. There 
is a term that I often use, called the immigrant syndrome. 
When you are an immigrant, you know what you have here in 
the United States. You see the opportunities. You know that by 
working hard and abiding by the laws, you can make it here. 
It’s not the same in other countries. This frame of reference 
molds your work ethic, an understanding that with hard work 
and imagination you can accomplish anything.

My company, Ziba, is comprised of 18 nationalities and has, 
from the beginning, embraced the beauty of diversity and the 
richness of culture, language and perspectives. Over the years 
we have created 600 jobs and developed over 200 patents. 
The products we have designed for clients have added billions 
of dollars to the GDP including the world’s first USB flash 
drive, the Microsoft ergonomic keyboard and the precursor 
to today’s dialysis machines. Ziba products have also saved 
American lives, both private and in the armed forces with the 
XStat, a first-in-kind homeostatic device for the treatment of 
gunshot and shrapnel wounds.

This is what I just don’t understand. Whether it is in the fields 
of technology, science, medical or even space travel, 
immigrants have contributed significantly to the United States. 
This is well documented, with demonstrated statistics, that 
immigrants or their children founded more than 40 percent of 
Fortune 500 companies. The recent executive order on 
immigration that bars citizens of seven Muslim-majority 
countries from entering the United States is disturbing. What 
is the logic? Where does it stop?

The immigrant population doesn’t deserve to be treated with 
such disregard when they have contributed so much to the 
fabric of the American culture. This is my country and yet, 
I feel very alien in it today. It is unsettling to realize that no 
matter how long you live somewhere, regardless of what you 
contribute to its society and its people, somebody can come 
along and state, you’re not one of us.

If those in power want for us to be afraid, they have achieved 
it. Not afraid of them, but afraid of the uncertainty and the 
chaos it ignites. I am disappointed that this action penalizes a 
large group of people for something they haven’t done, when 
in fact, they are contributing members to our society.

It worries me that we are moving in the direction where this 
is the land of opportunity to only a limited few. This is a time 
for all of us to understand the complexity and repercussions 
of authoritarianism, isolationism and divisiveness. We must 
remain vigilant and raise our collective voices to protect our 
civil liberties, to demand respect for all of humanity, not just a 
chosen few.
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Ziba is a global design and innovation consultancy, known for 
creating experiences between people and brands that endure. 


